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Doug Dunnell, tenor from Missoula, and. Elsie Mielke, soprano from Harlowton, 
both sophomore music majors at the University of Montana, captured first-place 
awards for men and -women, respectively, in the student division (ages 19-23) of the 
district auditions conducted in Billings by the National Association of Teachers 
of Singing, reports Dean Charles W. Bolen of the School of Fine Arts.
Mezzo-soprono Diane Morrow, UM junior from Baker, and tenor Donald Richardson, 
a student at Rocky Mountain College, Billings, -were runners-up in the division.
Gloria Phillip, Missoula Sentinel High School mezzo-soprano, tied for first 
place in the preparatory division (ages 16-18) -with Peggy Barta, Moore; Nancy Zwemer, 
Beaver, Wyo., and Barbara Sonkeil, Great Falls. The last three are sopranos.
The district event is a prelude to the eighth annual NATS Northwest Regional 
Student Auditions, scheduled in Victoria, B.C., in August. The region comprises 
Washington, Oregon, Idaho, Montana and Wyoming. Participants in the regional au­
ditions will be trying for a chance to compete for the "Singer-of-the-year" award 
at the national NATS convention in December.
NATS auditions are open to sutdents who have studied for at least six months 
with a member of the association, Dean Bolen said. Miss Mielke, Miss Morrow and 
Miss Phillip are students of George D. Lewis, UM; Dunnell, of John L. Lester, UM; 
Richardson and Miss Zwemer, of Don Pichlaja, RMC; Miss Barta, of Earl Dahlstrom, 
Moore, and Miss Sonkeil, of Miss Alice Calvert, Great Falls.
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